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The  Castle, 


Barnstaple, 

August,  1946. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Elliott  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the 

« 

Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Administration  of  the  Borough  for  the  year 
1945. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  J.  H.  MARTIN, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 


M.O.H.,  Barnstaple. 
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List  of  Staff. 


The  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  consists  of : — 

PART-TIME  OFFICER 

F.  J.  H.  MARTIN,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer. 

WHOLE-TIME  OFFICERS 

A.  E.  TUCKER,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.  Sanitary  Inspector. 

W.  WHITFIELD,  c.s.i.b.,  m.s.i.a.  a.m.i.p.c. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Clerk. 


Miss  D.  BOLT 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  in  acres 

• . • 

2,396 

Population  (Registrar  General  figures) 

• • • 

15,940 

Inhabited  Houses 

• • • 

4,491 

Rateable  Value 

• • • 

£107-565 

Sum  lepresented  by  a Penny  Rate 

... 

£448 

Vital  Statistics. 

Males 

Females  Total 

LIVE  BIRTHS.  Legitimate 

128 

146 

274 

Illegitimate 

iq 

27 

46 

320 

BIRTH  RATE  per  i,ooo  population 

STILL  BIRTHS.  Legitimate  5 

Illegitimate  2 

Females 

0 

0 

! 

20-07 
Total  7 

RATE  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

• • • 

21-4 

Males 

Females 

Total 

DEATHS  122 

109 

231 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000 

. 

14-49 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  o 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  o 

The  Table  appended  shows  the  comparative  figures  for 
Barnstaple,  and  England  and  Wales. 


Rate  per  1,000  population 

Death 

Rate 

Infant  Mortality  per 
1,000  live  births 

Deaths 
under 
1 year 

Deaths  from 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

per 

1,000 

Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis 
under  2 years 

Barnstaple 

20  07 

-44 

14'49 

68 

9-4 

England  and  Wales 

1610 

-46 

11-40 

46 

5'6 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quinquenial  rates  from  1914  to 
1943  inclusive,  and  the  rate  for  1944  and  1945  : — 


1914 — 1918 

71-90 

1919 — 1923 

57-46 

1924 — 1928 

68-o8 

1929—1933 

44-19 

1934—1938 

59‘9i 

1939-1943 

48-71 

1944 

29-60 

1945 

68-70 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year. 

Males.  Females. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  12  8 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  2 o 


Total. 

20 

2 


Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  i.ooo  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


687 

73 

43 

22 

o 

o 

3 


Deaths  over  65  years 

...  26  80 — 85  ...  35 

...  26  85 — 90  ...  20 

...  37  90 — 95  ...  8 


65—70 

70—75 

75—80 
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The  following-  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  various 
diseases  with  the  comparative  figures  for  the  previous  five  years  and 
the  five-yearly  average  for  the  sake  of  comparison. 


Year. 

Influenza. 

Pneumonia. 

Cancer. 

Tuberculosis. 

1940 

s 

15 

30 

9 

1941 

4 

6 

33 

7 

1942 

3 

5 

35 

12 

1943 

6 

7 

34 

5 

1944 

1 

10 

26 

6 

Average 

3-8 

8-6 

3I‘6 

7-8 

1945  I 8 22  6 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria  and  Typhoid  Fever  notified  in  the  Borough  compared 
with  previous  years  : — 


Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Typhoid  Fever.  Para  Typhoid. 


1939 

6 

40 

0 

0 

1940 

19 

77 

2 

0 

1941 

27 

80 

0 

3 

1942 

9 

too 

0 

0 

1943 

29 

12 

I 

I 

1944 

23 

6 

I 

15* 

194S 

8 

3 

0 

2f 

of  these  cases  attributed  to 

a source  of  infection  outside  the 

district. 

■f  Both  cases  were  admitted  to  the  North  Devon  Infirmary  from 

the  Rural  District. 


Diphtheria  Prophylaxis. 

The  immunisation  of  children  was  continued  during  the  year. 
154  were  treated  as  follows: — 

Immunised  under  5 years  and  over,  but 

5 years  of  age,  under  15  years, 

149-  5. 

3 children  under  15  years  were  notified  as  suffering  from 
Diphtheria,  and  of  these  i had  received  a complete  course. 

The  material  used  for  treatment  was  A.P.T.  Two  injections 
were  given,  -3  c.c.  and  -5  c.c.  at  four  weekly  intervals. 
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Scabies. 

319  cases  were  treated  at  the  Cleansing  Station  in  the  old 
Isolation  Hospital  against  499  last  year.  The  Benzyl  Benzoate 
treatment  is  used,  and  the  work  continues  to  be  carried  out  efficiently 
by  the  two  female  and  one  male  nurse  from  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade.  Cases  of  Scabies  from  the  Barnstaple  Rural  District  are 
also  treated  at  the  Centre.  The  number  of  treatments  given  is  as 
follows  : — 

Adults  Males  28  7 Children  Males  117I 

Females  105)  Females  69) 

Of  the  above  cases  74  adults  and  85  children  came  from  the 
Barnstaple  Rural  District. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Homes. 

No  provision  is  made  by  the  Local  Authority.  Three  district 
nurses  are  provided  by  voluntary  organisations. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

There  is  an  Infectious  Diseases  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  a: 
Bideford,  which  serves  the  town  as  well  as  other  Local  Authorities  in 
North  Devon. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  provided  by  the  Devon  County  Council  at  Exeter 
and  continue  to  be  of  greatest  service  to  the  Borough  and  the 
Medical  Profession. 

The  V.D.  Clinic. 

This  is  held  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary  Annex. 

Sessions — 

Females.  Thursdays,  4.45  p.m.  Males.  Thursdays,  5.45  p.m. 

Fridays,  3.3O  p.m.  P'ridays,  4.30  p.m. 

Ambulance  Services. 

There  is  a motor  ambulance  stationed  at  Bideford  for  the 
removal  of  infectious  cases. 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  continues  to  be  of  great 
service  to  the  Borough  and  surrounding  district. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  two  following  tables  show  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year  and  the  deaths  from  this  disease.  Sexes  are  separated. 
Pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  are  also  differentiated. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Respiratory 

N on-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1—5 

1 

5—10 

1 

1 

10—15 

1 

15—20 

1 

20—25 

25—35 

3 

2 

1 

35—45 

2 

45—55 

3 

1 

1 

55—65 

1 

65  and  over 

1 

Totals 

9 

3 

3 

5 

Age  Periods 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M F 

M F 

1—5 
5—10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35—45 
45—55 
55—65 
65  and  over 

2 

1 

1 

1 

lE 

Totals 

2 

2 

1 

lE 

E Evacuee. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  1945  (Excluding  Tuberculosis) 


9 


U-. 

Q 

BlUOlun9UJ 

•-H  CM 

00 

"rt 

S9[SB9J^ 

- 

CM 

a 

» 

o 

X 

rt 

*5. 

V. 

O 

X 

o 

TJ 

SI)I3uIU9]^ 

|BODODOO 

-UIU9JV 

PO 

0) 

> 

V 

Ut 

pioqdXjBJBj 

H — 
CM 

‘i 

no 

A 

0) 

1 

u 

(/) 

CP 

E 

•a 

< 

EuaqjqdiQ 

l-H 

ro 

A 

S 

u 

J9A9j[ 

^9|J"B05 

04  •— 1 i-H 

CO 

w 

piOHdAjBJBJ 

-t— 

- 

CM 

CM 

3UUOS 

>o 

rH 

CM 

CM 

O 

to 

m 

qSnoo 

3uidoon^ 

m c>-  vo  o^  fn  00  fo 

- 

CM 

o^ 

o 

VO 

CM 

rn 

8 

10 

25 

20 

29 

68 

8 

1 

- 

CM 

CM 

1-^ 

102 

o 

SUlSuiU9J^ 

IBDOOOOOUIU9^-. 

Cvl 

^ CM 

* 

m 

RIX9JAJ 

j'Biadjancj 

1-^ 

CM 

ro 

T»lUOUin9UJ 

- 

^ CM 

- 

■*t-  lO 

SBi^dlSAJ^ 

- 

CM 

fO  rn 

lO 

M" 

BuaqiqdfQ 

- 

j— < t-H 

m 

rn 

J9A9_J 

19[JB9§ 

m •—<  i—t 

00 

CM 

VO 
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Under  1 year 

1 to  2 years 

2 to  3 years 
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5 to  10  years 
10  to  15  years 
15  to  20  years 
20  to  35  years 
35  to  45  years 

45  to  65  years 
65  years  & over 

Total 

North  Ward| 

South  Ward 

1 

t Paratyphoid.  Two  came  from  North  Devon  Infirmary — both  admitted  from  Rural  District. 
* All  cases  from  North  Devon  Infirmary. 
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Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1945 


Causes  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

0 

Influenza 

1 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesphagus  (Males)  and 
Uterus  (Females) 

2 

3 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Breast 

0 

6 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

5 

4 

Diabetes 

0 

1 

Inter-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

16 

14 

Heart  Disease 

38 

31 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 

5 

1 

Bronchitis 

5 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

7 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

0 

Ulceration  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

3 

0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

2 

1 

Appendicitis 

0 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

2 

Nephritis 

2 

5 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis 

0 

0 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

0 

0 

Premature  Birth 

2 

2 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injury,  Infantile 
Disease 

7 

2 

Suicide 

2 

0 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

0 

Other  Violent  Causes 

4 

4 

All  other  Causes 

19 

18 

All  Causes  ... 

122 

109 

I am  obliged  to  the  Barnstaple  Meteorological  Station  at  the  North  Devon 
Athenaeum  for  the  following  information  : — 

Barometer.  Highest  reading  30  8 ins.  Lowest  reading  28'6  ins. 

Temperature.  Maximum  80“  19th  June.  Minimum  03“  26th  January.  Mean 

for  the  year  SI’S® 

Rainfall.  33  42  ins.  Average  preceding  10  years  34  04  ins.  No.  of  days 
on  which  '01  ins.  or  more  of  rain  fell,  180. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 


The  Castle, 

Barnstaple, 

August,  IQ46. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple 


Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Elliott  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  this  my  twenty-fifth 
Annual  Report  on  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  1945. 

Twenty-five  years  service  in  one  town  may  be  considered  of 
sufficient  importance  to  warrant  the  presentation  to  the  Council  of  a 
summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  during 
that  time.  It  may  be  possible  to  do  this,  but  in  the  meantime  the 
following  are  a few  items  of  interest. 


75,712  visits  made. 

4,471  premises  where  nui- 
sances abated. 

2.620  notices  served  requiring 
repairs  to  be  carried  out. 

798, 24Q  animals  inspected. 

752  food  samples  submitted 
to  Public  Analyst. 


33-3  *5  visits  to  slaughter- 
houses, butchers  shops  and 
other  food  shops. 

1,055  houses  where  drains 
renewed  or  repaired. 

2.687  verbal  instructions. 

7,040  letters  written. 

459  tons  meat  condemned. 

448  samples  analysed  at  office. 


The  work  of  the  department  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  in  the  customary  manner.  It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  a 
statutory  notice  to  renew  the  drainage  of  certain  premises. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  was  3,038.  Complaints  received 
and  dealt  with  numbered  43.  Nuisances  were  abated  at  109  premises. 

32,603  carcases  were  examined  at  the  public  abattoir,  and  61 
tons  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  tor  human  consumption.  In  addition 
approximately  9 tons  of  other  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit. 

4 samples  of  town  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion examination  and  in  each  case  B Coli  absent  in  100  ml. 

Mr.  Whitfield  obtained  another  appointment  and  left  in 
November  after  9|  years  of  devoted  service  in  the  department  Mr. 
R.  Coope,  from  Bristol,  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  com- 
menced duties  on  ist  January,  1946. 

Miss  Bolt  has  become  a very  efficient  Clerk.  The  increasing 
number  of  persons  calling  at  the  office  about  housing  has  made  her 
work  most  difficult.  I express  to  her  grateful  thanks  for  all  she  has 
done  during  the  year. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  two  S.D,  Freighters  continue  to  operate.  No.  i vehicle 
has  been  in  use  for  14  years  and  No.  2 for  over  lo  years.  It  is  not 
expected  that  refuse  collecting  vehicles  should  be  kept  in  use  so  long, 
but  during  the  war  years  it  was  impossible  to  renew  them.  In  spite 
of  all  the  difficulties  which  were  experienced  it  is  of  interest  to  record 
that  between  1940 — 1945  the  vehicles  were  out  of  use  for  only  42 
working  days  (No.  i 19  days,  No.  2 23  days). 

The  cost  of  repairs  (materials  only)  No.  i 19)2 — 1945  £656 
„ „ No.  2 1935  — 1945  £532 

During  the  first  8 years  No.  i cost  in  repairs  £264. 

„ „ No.  2 „ £254. 

It  is  obvious  that  future  policy  should  be  to  renew  refuse  vehicles 
after  5 to  8 years  service. 

During  the  financial  year  ended  March,  1946,  the  following 


figures  were  returned 

Vehicle 

Loads  of 

Loads  of 

Miles 

Gallons  of  Miles  per 

House  Refuse 

Trade  Refuse 

Travelled 

Petrol 

Gallon 

I 

565 

446 

3821-5 

693 

5‘5 

2 

1216 

2 

442  5 ‘3 

1081 

4-1 

1781 

448 

8246-8 

'774 

COSTS 

INCOME 

Estimate 

Actual 

Trade  Refuse 

£ 

£ 

S.D.  Freighter 

\ 

1 1 54 

1069 

Estimate 

Actual 

Refuse  Collection 

) 

987 

840 

£ 

£ 

200 

234 

2141 

1909 

Salvage 

Disposal  and 

) 

1183 

1150 

Salvage 

300 

745 

Total 

• • • 

3124 

3059 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  actual  cost  after  deducting'  the  income 
of  £979  was  £2,080.  Taking  the  product  of  a id.  rate  in  1945  as 
£425  and  the  number  of  dwellings  4,500  the  following  are  the 
analysis  : — 

Cost  per  house  Cost  per  house 


Rate  in  £ per  annum  per  -week 
s.  d.  pence 

Collection  ...  4d.  76  17 

Disposal  & Salvage  id.  i 10  *5 

5d.  9 4 2-2 


Taking  the  rateable  values  of  the  houses  in  the  town  approxi- 
mately 1,530  houses  pay  less  than  id.  weekly 
2,081  ,,  „ between  id.  and  2d. 

889  ,,  ,,  between  2d.  and  3d. 

During  the  Book  Drive  20,458  were  collected  weighing  2\  tons. 
These  were  sorted  and  scrutinised  by  those  ladies  and  gentlemen 
who  have  performed  this  voluntary  work  on  other  occasions,  and  to 
whom  grateful  thanks  are  accorded  The  forces  benefitted  by  670 
books  and  the  libraries  21 . The  main  object  of  this  drive  was  salvage 
and  in  this  direction  it  was  successful.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  all  the 
scholars  in  the  town  who  made  the  collection. 


H 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  materials  salvaged, 
together  with  their  value  : — 


tom 

cwts. 

qrs. 

Ibi. 

£ 

1. 

d, 

Waste  Paper  & Cardboard 

67 

18 

1 

0 

432 

18 

5 

Newsprint 

3 

14 

0 

0 

38 

16 

10 

Books 

17 

n 

/ 

0 

0 ' 

160 

9 

7 

Bonus  (Ministry  of  Supply) 

2 

19 

6 

X_«ead  • • • • • • 

3 

0 

14 

! 

19 

6 

Pewter 

2 

6 

Copper  •••  ••• 

8 

2 

5 

Brass 

2 

11 

12 

3 

Aluminium 

1 

10 

6 

Zinc 

I 

14 

4 

6 

Textiles — 

Rags 

2 

10 

0 

18 

43 

8 

6 

Rough  Rags 

5 

3 

12 

2 

0 

9 

Woollens 

I 

I 

2 1 

4 

13 

1 1 

Bagging 

9 

0 

25 

I 

16 

1 1 

Cord 

IS 

I 

8 

3 

8 

10 

Bones 

...  4 

13 

2 

2 

24 

10 

8 

Bottles  2728 } 

18 

2 

7 

1 1 

8 

0 

Jars  3258 ) 

I 

9 

3 

20 

9 

14 

6 

Records  ... 

I 

22 

3 

8 

Miscellaneous 

4 

0 

27 

S 

10 

1 1 

100  12  2 £?4S  12  8 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

1,286  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  or  sold  for  human  consumption. 

32,603  Food  Animals  were  slaughtered  and  inspected  at  the 
Council’s  Public  Abattoir,  In  addition  the  following  were  brought 
in  dressed  for  inspection  : — 

Cows,  5.  Calves,  8.  Pig’s,  106.  Sheep  393. 

The  following  tables  show  the  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered 
at  the  Public  Abattoir,  together  with  comparative  figures  for  the 
last  five  years : — 


Beasts  Cows 
(excluding  oows) 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

1917  1828 

3223 

24698 

937 

Year 

Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigi 

Totals 

1941 

3713 

960 

22606 

00 

291 17 

1942 

3842 

1324 

26631 

700 

32497 

1943 

4400 

2759 

29678 

548 

37385 

1944 

4990 

3202 

34659 

1152 

44003 

194s 

3745 

3223 

24698 

937 

32603 

1 1 Licenses  were  issued  to  slaughtermen. 


There  were  8 carcases  ot  veal  condemned  as  being  affected  with 
Tuberculosis.  These  were  reported  immediatel}'  on  inspection  to 
the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Animal 
Health  Division.  It  was  also  considered  necessary  to  report  the 
condemnation  of  14  cows  and  l steer  which  were  affected  with 
generalised  Tuberculosis.  This  co-operation  is  much  appreciated  by 
the  Ministry. 


The  following  is 
or  otherwise  unfit  for 
for  condemnation  : 

Article 

Carcases  of  Beef 


Fore  Quarters  of  Beef 

Hind  Quarters  of  Beef 
Side  of  Beef  ... 
Shoulders  of  Beef 
Cows  Heads 

Beef 


i6 

a list  of  the  meat,  etc.,  condemned  as  diseased 
human  consumption,  together  with  the  reasons 


No.,  &c.  Beasou  for  Condemnation 

..  166  93  Generalised  Tuberculosis 

12  Tuberculosis  with  Emaciation 

1 Tuberculosis  and  Injury 

5 Tuberculosis  with  Dropsy 
19  Dropsy  and  Emaciation 

2 Dropsy 

11  Johne’s  Disease,  Drops  and 
Emaciation 
1 Pleurisy  and  Dropsy 
5 Pneumonia  and  Dropsy 

1 Decomposition 

3 Anaemia  and  Dropsy 

2 Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis 

1 Peritonitis  and  Dropsy 

4 Inflammatory  Condition 

2 Injury 

1 Pericarditis,  Dropsy  & Pneumonia 

2 Moribund 

1 Melanosis  and  Injury 


38  33  Tuberculosis 

3 Pleurisy 
2 Dropsy 


7 7 Tuberculosis 


1 1 Tuberculosis 


4 4 Tuberculosis 


175  151  Tuberculosis 

91  Actinomycosis 
4 Abscess 
1 Injury 


118  lbs 
211  lbs 
128  lbs 
219  lbs 
1297  lbs 
82  lbs 
20  lbs 
19  lbs 


Abscess 

Peritonitis  and  Pleurisy 

Tuberculosis 

Dropsy 

Injury 

Nephritis 

Lipoma 

Cysts 
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Article  No.,  >fcc. 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

Carcases  of  Veal  ...  26 

1 Inflammatory  Condition 
1 Joint  ill 
3 Pneumonia 
10  Dropsy,  &c. 

6 Tuberculosis 
3 Immature 
1 Uraemia 

1 Septic  Pneumonia 

Veal  ...  ...  60  lbs 

12  lbs 

Injury 

Various 

Carcases  of  Mutton  ...  227 

88  Emaciation  and  Dropsy 
56  Inflammatory  Condition 
16  Moribund 
3 Peritonitis 
6 Pleurisy  and  Dropsy 
1 Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis 
9 Anaemia  and  Dropsy 
5 Septicaemia 
1 Pneumonia 
5 Decomposition 
1 Uraemia 
10  Injury 

10  Injury  and  Dropsy 
16  Dropsical 

Mutton  ...  ...1381  lbs 

827  lbs 
34  lbs 
19  lbs 
32  lbs 

Injury 
Pleurisy 
Abscess 
Peritonitis,  &c. 
Dropsy 

Carcases  of  Pork  ...  16 

1 Generalised  Tuberculosis 

2 Inflammatory  Condition 

2 Pneumonia 

1 Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis 
1 Moribund 
1 Fevered 

3 Anaemia 

1 Immature 

1 Uraemia 

2 Swine  Erysipelas 
1 Septic  Peritonitis 

Pork  ...  ...  127  lbs 

151  lbs 

Injury 

Various 

Pigs  Heads  ...  72 

Tuberculosis 

Offals  ...  ...  36665  lbs 

Various 

i8 


Article  No.,  &c.  Reason  for  Condemnation 


Also  Beef 

• • • see 

230  lbs 

Bone  Taint,  &c. 

Mutton 

15  lbs 

»>  f1 

Pork 

• • • • • • 

12  lbs 

ff  M t1 

Food  in  Tins 

Milk  .. 

184  tins 

' 

Blown,  &c. 

Fish 

136  „ 

Vegetables 

205  „ 

Weight 

Fruit 

16  „ 

11842  lbs 

Meat,  &c. 

15503  „ 

Syrup 

19 

Dates 

90  lbs 

Various 

Oranges 

100  lbs 

Lemons 

102  lbs 

Potatoes 

6720  lbs 

Raisins 

81  lbs 

Riee 

186  lbs 

Pudding  Mixture 

54  lbs 

Flour 

51  lbs 

Cocoa 

15  lbs 

Biscuits 

73  lbs 

Sweets 

28  lbs 

Sugar 

17  lbs 

Crumpets 

15  lbs 

Fish 

1139  lbs 

Decomposition 

Orange  Juice 

71  bottles 

t 1 

The  following' table  shows  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  at  the 
V Public  Abattoir  separating  Tuberculosis  from  other  diseases  and 
conditions : — 


Tuberculosis 

Other  Conditions 

Beef 

61064  lbs. 

20850  lbs. 

Offals 

14586  „ 

'794I  „ 

Veal 

485 

1068  „ 

Offals 

58 

218  „ 

Pork 

•349  n 

1678  „ 

Offals 

S14 

304  » 

Mutton 

• • • 

11630  „ 

Offals 

... 

4756  „ 

Meat  62898  lbs. 

Meat  35226  lbs. 

Totals 

Offals  15158  „ 

Offals  23219  ,, 

19 


The  following-  table  gives  particulars  of  offals  condemned: — 


Whole  Livers 


Fluke 

Bovines  Calves 

474 

Sheep 

593 

Pigs 

Abscesses 

36  I 

... 

. . . 

Cavernous  Angioma  138 

... 

... 

Necrosis 

[ 

I 

... 

Cysts 

2 1 

12 

2 

Fatty 

8 

304 

... 

Cirrhosis 

14 

1 

1 

Parasitic  Abscesses 

6 

374 

.. . 

Portions  of  Livers  Fluke  359 

Cavernous  Angioma  14 
Abscesses  4 


Lungs  Cysts 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Abscesses 

Emphysema 


4 

... 

2 

2 

58 

7 

17 

80 

21 

I 

70 

2 

3 

. . . 

2 

s * • 

2 


Plucks  Pleurisy 

Pneumonia 

Cysts 

Congestion 

Inflammation 


50  5 

12  4 

1 I 

8 

14  I 
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The  following'  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  found  in  Bovine 
Animals  : — 


Cows  Heifers  Oxen  Calves 


Whole  Carcases — T.B.  only 

T.B.  with  emacia; 
T.B.  and  Injury 
T.B.  with  dropsy 
Forequarter,  head  and  lungs 
„ head,  lungs,  liver 

,,  lungs,  liver 

„ lungs 

Hindquarter,  lungs 

,,  lungs,  liver  and  stoma 

Shoulder,  head,  lungs,  liver 
Shoulder,  head,  lungs  and  stomach 
Head 

Head,  lungs 
Head,  lungs,  liver 
Head,  lungs,  liver,  stomach 
Head,  liver 
Head,  lungs,  stomach 
Lungs 
Lungs,  liver 
Lungs,  liver,  stomach 
Lungs,  liver,  skirt 
Liver 
Pluck 


. . . 

68 

12 

13 

6 

tion 

10 

2 

... 

I 

... 

... 

. . . 

• • . 

4 

... 

... 

1 1 

... 

4 

4 

... 

... 

6 

3 

2 

3 

. . . 

... 

ch 

2 

. . . 

2 

I 

I 

I 

. . . 

... 

30 

16 

12 

26 

4 

8 

21 

4 

7 

3 

I 

1 

. . . 

2 

... 

I 

. . . 

127 

15 

14 

48 

4 

8 

8 

2 

. . 

I 

. . . 

. . . 

7 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Meat  condemned  at  Slaughterhouse  6018  3 i 


,,  Shops 

2 

I 5 

Fish 

...  ... 

10 

19 

Food  in  tins 

...  ... 

5 5 

2 26 

Other  Food 

... 

3 7 

I 0 

70  4 o 23 


Of  the  60  tons  18  cwts.  3 qrs.  1 lb.  condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouse, 
35  tons  6 cwts.  I qr.  18  lbs.  came  from  casualty  carcases. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and 
condemned  : — 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

,,  brought  in  dressed 

1917 

1828 

5 

3223 

8 

24698 

393 

937 

106 

Number  inspected 

1917 

1833 

3231 

25091 

1043 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned  ... 

31 

24 

20 

227 

15 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

322 

736 

24 

1560 

120 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

18'4% 

4P4% 

1-3% 

7'1% 

12'9% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned  ... 

27 

84 

6 

... 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

111 

305 

5 

... 

112 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis ... 

7-2% 

2P2% 

•34% 

> • • 

10’8% 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops. 

The  following"  list  shows  the  number  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
within  the  Boroug-h,  together  with  the  number  of  retailers  and 
wholesale  producers  of  milk. 


Retailers  who  have  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the 

Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  i6 

Retailers  with  Dairy  only — non  producers  ...  ii 

Retailers  whose  premises  are  situated  outside  the 

Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Retailers  with  Dairy  within  the  district  and  who 

have  Cowsheds  outside  ...  ...  4 

Retailer  without  a Dairy— non  producer  ..  i 

Wholesale  producers  with  Cowshed  and  Dairy  ...  i 

Wholesale  producer  with  Cowshed  outside  the 

.district,  but  with  Dairy  in  the  Borough  ...  i 


257  Inspections  were  made  to  the  20  Cowsheds  and  35  Dairies 
situated  within  the  Borough.  Limewashing  is  carried  out  during 
the  months  of  May  and  October,  and  the  premises  are  found  to  be 
maintained  in  a clean  condition. 

1471  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
by  the  standard  method  known  as  the  “ resazurin  test,”  and  placed 
in  the  categories  A good  keeping  quality,  B moderate,  and  C.  poor. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  : — 


A. 

B. 

C. 

Total 

Town  produced 

357 

43 

45 

445 

Produced  outside 

757 

•47 

122 

1026 

The  Borough  is  supplied  with  milk  from  at  least  57  different 
farms. 
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The  examination  of  these  samples  is  carried  out  at  the  Area 
Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  Barnstaple.  The  town 
produced  samples  are  taken  by  your  .Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the 
outside  samples  by  the  staff  of  the  Laboratory.  We  are  greatly 
indebted  to  Miss  Smithson  and  her  staff  for  all  the  help  received  in 
connection  with  this  work.  Miss  Smithson  is  always  willing  to  give 
advice  and  assistance  in  connection  with  the  investigation  of  unsatis 
factory  samples  and  for  this  our  thanks  are  accorded  to  her. 

20  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  taken  for  examination  and 
all  passed  the  required  test. 

15  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  .Milk  were  submitted  for 
examination  and  4 failed  to  pass. 

8 accredited  samples  were  tested  and  4 failed  to  pass  the  required 

test. 


1 sample  of  milk  was  taken  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  and 
found  negative. 

These  samples  are  examined  at  the  County  Laboratory  at 
Exeter.  We  are  grateful  to  the  County  Bacteriologist  for  all  the 
examinations  carried  out  at  the  laboratory  not  only  in  connection 
with  routine  samples  of  milk,  but  for  the  information  so  freely  given 
about  other  foodstuffs. 
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Food  and  Drugs. 

The  following"  table  shows  the  samples  of  milk  taken  during  the 
year,  with  the  results  ot  their  examination  : — 


Article 

Number  taken 

Results  of  Examination 

Formal'inf’nia] 

Total 

New  Milk 

1 

5 

5 

3 genuine,  2 not  genuine 
No.  742  31%  added  water 

,,  744  14%  added  water 

Butter 

1 

I 

Genuine 

Ice  Cream 

4 

4 

Genuine 

Port  Type  Wine 

I 

I 

No.  740  contained  not  more 
than  I4'5%  proof  spirit 

5 

6 

1 1 

In  addition  to  the  above  14  samples  of  milk  were  analysed  at 
the  office. 

Sample  No.  740.  This  was  obtained  from  a purchaser  and  was 
labelled  “ Superior  Tawny  Wine  Port  Type.”  It  contained 
only  I4‘5  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit,  whereas  port  wine  should 
contain  26  per  cent,  or  more  of  proof  spirit.  It  would  appear 
that  the  label  was  calculated  to  mislead  and  that  the  use  of  the* 
description  applied  was  an  offence  under  the  Statutory  Rules 
and  Order  No.  1553,  1943.  It  was  not  possible  to  purchase  a 
formal  sample  of  this  wine.  The  makers  were  informed  of 
the  position  and  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  such  material 
being  sold  in  future. 
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Samples  741,  742,  743,  744  and  745.  The  first  two  were  purchased  the 
same  day  from  the  same  producer  from  different  churns,  one  of 
which  was  genuine,  showing  375%  fat  and  87%  solids  not 
fat,  and  the  other  contained  31%  added  water — fat  3’Oi%, 
solids  not  fat  S‘86%.  Two  days  later  two  more  samples  were 
purchased  in  the  same  manner  No.  743  showing  4*1%  fat  and 
9%  non  fatty  solids  and  the  other  No.  744  3‘68%  fat  and  7'3i% 
non  fatty  solids  — 14%  added  water. 

Another  sample  was  purchased  No.  745,  which  was  found  to 
contain  4‘i5%  fat  and  8-75%  solids  not  fat.  Legal  proceedings 
were  instituted  in  connection  with  the  adulterated  samples 
and  convictions  obtained.  In  each  case  a fine  of  £2  los.  was 
imposed  together  with  the  cost  of  analyses. 


Factories  and  Factory  Workshops. 


Inspections  were 

Laundries  2 
Dye  and  Cleaners  3 
Glove  Making  i 
Plough  Works  9 
Printers  9 
Saddlers  2 
Bakehouses  39 


carried  out  as  follows  :• 

Gutscraping  l 
Cycle  Repairs  3 
Sweet  Factory  3 
Jewellers  9 
Scale  Repairer  i 
Furriers  3 


Dental  i 

Basket  Making  2 
Fabric  Works  5 
Shoe  Repairing  1 7 
Tailors  8 
Dressmaking  1 1 


The  following  repairs  and  improvements  were  carried  out : — 

New  W.C.s  provided  4 W.C.s  repaired  2 
New  W.C.  pans  fixed  3 New  Wash  Basins  3 
Limewashing  9 Flues  fixed  to  take  off  fumes  i 

Overcrowding  remedied  i 


Bath  Water.  Two  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  were  taken 
for  examination  and  found  satisfactory. 
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Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

The  following'  cases  were  investigated  : — 

Diphtheria  Scarlet  Fever  Tuberculosis  Dysentry 

3831 

The  following  fumigations  were  carried  out  : — 

Diphtheria  Scarlet  Fever  Paratyphoid 

3 5 2 

Verminous  Tuberculosis  Various 
29  2 4 


156  separate  lots  of  bedding  were  steam  disinfected,  and  the 
following  is  a list  of  the  articles  : — 


Disinfection  on  behalf  of 

Mattreasei 

Pillows  & 
Bolsters 

Blankets 

Other 

Articles 

Total 

Civilian  Cases  in  town 

25 

47 

43 

9 

( 24 

Civilians  outside  town 

39 

29 

57 

9 

134 

Military 

163 

74 

462 

i8s 

884 

Evacuation 

22 1 

22 1 

969 

117 

1528 

Scabies  ... 

I 

I 

303 

2372 

2677 

Various  ... 

3 

12 

65 

10 

90 

Totals 

452 

384 

1899 

2702 

5437 

In  addition  to  the  above  157  camp  beds  were  sprayed  for  vermin 
(evacuation). 
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Rodent  Disinfestation 

Total  number  of  premises  visited  in  connection 
with  actual  or  possible  infestations  ... 

Number  of  premises  treated 

Instances  where  re-treatment  found  necessary 

Total  number  of  visits  made  ... 

Number  of  visits  to  treated  premises 

Premises  treated 
Total  visits 


Mice 


384 

88 

26 

1648 

601 

18 

116 


377  lbs.  of  sausage  rusk  used  for  preliminary  baiting. 

80  lbs.  of  poison  bait  used  and  at  least  27  lbs.  taken. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  the  actual  number  of  rats  killed,  but  the 
figure  should  be  between  1,080  and  4,320.  At  least  197  bodies  seen. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Williamson  continues  to  carry  out  this  work  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner. 

Amount  received  from  owners  of  premises  treated: — 

Labour  Materials  1 5% 

£72  7s.  5d.  £10  i2s.  lod.  £9  os.  8d.  — 


£92  os,  II d. 
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Petroleum  and  Explosives  Act. 

The  following"  store  licenses  were  granted  under  the  Petroleum 
Act,  1928  : — 

Petroleum  Spirit  ...  ...  ...  49 

Petroleum  Spirit  and  Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  4 

Petroleum  Spirit,  Carbide,  and  Petroleum  Mixtures  i 

Petroleum  Spirit  and  Petroleum  Mixtures  ...  3 

Petroleum  Mixtures  ...  ...  ...  2 

Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  63 


The  quantities  stored  are  as  follows  : — 

Petroleum  Spirit  ...  225,059  gallons 

Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  2,352  lbs. 

Petroleum  Mixtures  ...  255  gallons 

The  amount  of  fees  received  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the 

above  licenses  was  £47  los. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  storage  of  mixed 
explosives  was  12. 

A license  was  granted  to  store  gunpowder  and  high  explosives 
in  a magazine. 
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The  following  is  a detailed  list  of  Sanitary  Operations 
carried  out  during  the  year  1945 


New  sets  of  house  drains  laid  ...  ...  3 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  lO 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  13 

New  interceptors  fixed  ...  ...  5 

New  soil  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  vent  pipes  provided  ...  ...  8 

New  inspection  chambers  built  ...  ...  15 

.New  fresh  air  inlets  provided  ...  ...  3 

New  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  17 

New  water  closets  built  ...  ...  8 

New  W.C.  pans  provided  ...  ...  48 

New  flushing  cisterns  fixed  ...  ...  li 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  ...  ...  3 

Rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  26 

New  scullery  troug'hs  provided  ...  ...  6 

New  scullery  waste  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  4 

Plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  18 

New  sash  cords  provided  ...  ...  12 

Staircase  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  2 

Roofs  repaired  and  renewed  ...  ...  8 

Guttering  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  7 

Dust  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  9 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ^ 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  14 

Smoke  and  water  tests  applied  to  drains  ...  74 

Premises  where  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  109 
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Summary  of  Inspections,  &c. 


Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  3038 

Houses  inspected  P.H.A.  ...  ...  ...  26 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  935 

.Visits  to  butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  105 

Food  preparing  premises  ...  ...  ...  21 

Visits  to  other  food  shops  . . ..  ...  140 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Cowsheds  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

Dairies  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Ice  Cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Piggeries  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Common  Lodging  House  ...  ...  ...  7 

Visits  to  refuse  tip  ...  ...  ..  ...  95 

,,  re  salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

„ re  rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Letters  written  ...  ...  ...  340 ) 

Letters  re-housing  ...  ...  ...  1C3  j 

Informal  Notices  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  41 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  „ Milk  and  Dairies  6 

„ „ Factory  Act  ...  ...  ...  5 

Verbal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 


I wish  to  record  thanks  to  each  Member  of  the  Council,  and 
particularly  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and 
Housing  Committees,  and  to  all  the  Officials  of  the  Corporation,  for 
the  support  and  consideration  afforded  to  me. 

1 am, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


ARTHUR  E.  TUCKER. 


